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Fort Collins has long been lauded for its innovation and civic engagement, and organizers of FortZED are putting both to use with two new initiatives.

FortZED, a project focused on the creation of a Fort Collins zero-energy district or a distinct geographic area that produces as much energy as it uses, is hoping to educate residents about how they can participate in reducing energy usage and using alternative sources of energy.

For those who are more technically oriented, FortZed.com is offering a video describing the details of the Renewable and Distributed Systems Integration jump-start demonstration project. The project "will test the viability of substantially increasing the use of renewable and distributed energy resources for supplying electric power during peak load periods," according to a statement from FortZED.

The video also will be shown at various times on the city's Cable Channel 14.

In addition, FortZED proponents have issued a Community Energy Challenge to provide residents with more tools to directly participate in reaching the zero-energy goals. The concept of the grass-roots effort, according to project organizers, is to engage residents to reduce energy usage through efficiencies, conservation and the use of renewable energy. Among other efforts, trained volunteers will provide information on energy rebates provided through the city and state.

FortZED's success depends on real people making substantive and voluntary changes at home and work to both reduce dependence on foreign energy sources and preserve the environment. Efforts to educate the public about how they are part of this project are commendable.
 

Challenge

Those interested in becoming a Community Energy Challenge volunteer may contact Ariana Friedlander, co-director, FortZED Community Task Force, afriedlander@ atmosphere conservancy.org.The FortZED boundaries include the downtown area, Colorado State University's Fort Collins campus and the Poudre River area near Downtown. The combined area is served by two electric substations and acts as a distinct area for demonstration and testing.
FortZED is a set of active projects and initiatives, created by public-private partnerships, which uses smart-grid and renewable energy technologies to achieve local power generation and energy demand management. For information, go to www.fortzed.com
 

