[image: image1.jpg]ZED




[image: image4.jpg]7ED




[image: image2.jpg]ZED





FortZED gets $6.3 million grant, moves forward with 'smart grid'
By Northern Colorado Business Report staff
Published April 23, 2008

Almost a year after the vision of FortZED was unveiled, the project has landed a $6.3 million grant from the U.S. Department of Energy.

The proposal, submitted by the city of Fort Collins, was one of nine projects selected nationally for $50 million in funds from the DOE's Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability. A total of 75 projects were submitted for consideration. While the funding is approved, it is dependent on appropriation from Congress. 

Judy Dorsey, president of the Brendle Group and executive director of the Northern Colorado Clean Energy Cluster, said that the group will be working with the DOE to secure that funding.

FortZED, launched last spring, will transform a zone including the Colorado State University campus and the downtown district that will potentially generate as much energy as it consumes, resulting in a net-zero energy balance. The aim is to demonstrate the use of distributed energy sources -- a "smart grid" -- and to secure Northern Colorado as a leader in clean energy technologies.

The project is the result of a collaboration of many stakeholders, including the city of Fort Collins, Larimer County, CSU, the Northern Colorado Clean Energy Cluster, the Governor's Energy Office, UniverCity Connections and other local businesses and organizations. The project was the only one in Colorado to receive funding. 

"I think it really helps to excel the progress of FortZED," Dorsey said of the funding. "It also brings national attention (to the project)."

The DOE will provide $6.3 million in federal funds with an additional $4.9 million coming from non-federal sources such as the state and a capital campaign that raised funds from local organizations and entities. The non-federal funds have already been secured through cash, equipment and in-kind commitments.

The next steps for the project will be to finalize contracts with the entities involved and ensure that the money is committed, according to Mike Freeman, CFO for the city of Fort Collins. The DOE grant carries a three-year duration, during which time the goal will be to collectively reduce peak energy usage by 20 percent to 30 percent. Overall, implementing the FortZED vision will be more than a three-year process.

"It's going to be a multi-year effort," Freeman said. "It's going to take a long time to ultimately create a net-zero energy district."
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