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FortZED launches Green Restaurant Initiative

July 2008

FortZED has announced the formation of a Green Restaurant Initiative, developed as a community program to help restaurants implement energy conservation and efficiency practices. Energy savings directly affect monthly bills, while sustainable business practices also appeal to the consumers in our community. 

FortZED is targeting restaurants because they have the potential to realize substantial cost savings and a quick return on investment from implementing energy conservation and efficiency practices. In addition, restaurants are the perfect staging ground for raising community awareness of the FortZED initiative.

How does the program work?
We are looking for a few “trailblazer” restaurants to commit to improving the efficiency of their establishment. The trailblazers will work with experts who will assess the restaurants and provide an analysis that identifies which changes will provide the greatest and quickest return on investment. Energy use will be measured before and after the changes are implemented to demonstrate the success of the program. Steps include:

•    Energy Audit: full operational energy analysis performed in conjunction with the Green Restaurant Association, ClimateWise, and local experts.

•    Upgrades:  based on analysis, restaurants will begin to implement the highest impact upgrades, with a commitment to implement additional upgrades with the savings realized as the program progresses. Upgrades might include heat capture/exchange, hot water management, HVAC, lighting, refrigeration, solar, etc.

•    Results: in November, the trailblazers’ results will be shared with other restaurants and the greater community, and publicized to the community. The intention is to share these “smart and easy” savings so that everyone has the ability to help make FortZED a reality.

Can we succeed?
Without a doubt! Local examples (and many other restaurants nationwide) have achieved ~25% savings in utilities with investments that pay back within weeks to 18 months. FortZED is combining local and national experts to use proven techniques to mitigate the risks and maximize returns.  
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